THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

tions, and to designate by their true name of murder the
slaughterings which purported to be made for the greater
glory of God. Humane feeling compelled him to raise his
lone voice, saying "I can no longer keep silence/' and to
besiege the heavens with clamours of despair concerning
man's inhumanity to man. So perennial is the cowardice
of our race, that Gastellio and his like who defy those
in high places, need look for few, if any, supporters. Thus
it came to pass that in the decisive hour Sebastian Castel-
lio found no backers, while his whole possessions were
those which form the inalienable property of the militant
artist: an unyielding conscience in an undismayed soul,
Yet for the very reason that Sebastian Gastellio knew
from the first that his campaign would  be unavailing
and precisely because, knowing this, he unhesitatingly
followed the call of conscience, his sacred stubbornness
stamps for all time as a hero this e'unknown soldier" in
mankind's great war of liberation.   Because he had the
courage to make his passionate protest against a world-
wide terror, Castellio's feud with Galvin must remain
everlastingly memorable.  In respect of the underlying
problems, moreover, this historical struggle transcends
the time limits of the period during which it took place.
It was not a dispute about some narrowly definable
theological point, nor about the man Servetus; nor was
it one to decide the issue between liberal and orthodox
Protestantism. A question of far wider scope and a time-
less question was at stake in this contest. Nostra res agitur.
A battle was opened which, under other names and in
changing forms, has perpetually to be re-fought.   Theo-
logy was no more than an accidental mask, worn because
theology was the mode in sixteenth-century Geneva (and
elsewhere).    Castellio and Calvin were the symbolical
expressions of an invisible but irreconcilable conflict,  It
matters not whether we term the poles of this enduring
conflict toleration versus intolerance, freedom versus